
mp3 blogger

Where are you based? 
Wirral, merseyside

What made you start an 
mp3 blog? Quite simply 
because i love music… it’s 
something i’ve always had 
a huge interest in. i was 
basically sick of rotating 
playlists and Pop idol style 
pap ruling the airwaves. i 
wanted to help promote the 
many young bands who 
are actually passionate 
about music and are not 
in it purely seeking fame 
for fames sake. obviously 
this is in marked contrast 
to the soulless purveyors 
of dreary corporate pop 
and ”talent” show warblers 
that get blanket coverage 
on most of the major radio 
stations. Let’s face it, cruise 
ship singers belong, well,… 
on cruise ships, preferably 
grasping a one way ticket 
to the bermuda triangle, X 
Factor style shows have 
inflicted more harm on the 
music industry recently 
than any amount of illegal 
downloading could ever do.

Who are your three all-time 
favourite artists? Lush, The 
Jesus And mary Chain, The 
Clash

 Please pick just one artist 
as a tip to break through 
in the next year. Thomas 
Tantrum

is there a band or track that 
you were first to feature in 
the blogosphere that you are 
particularly proud of? There 
have been so many great 
new bands and singers i’ve 
been lucky enough to speak 
to, it’d be difficult to pick 
just one. The interview that 
stands out for me is when 
i spoke with miki berenyi 
from Lush. it was one of her 
first interviews in 10 years. 
she’d always been one 
of my musical heroes, i’d 
often wondered what had 
happened to her so to get 
to talk to her in person was 
quite a big deal for me! it 
was also nice to know  
she’s happy and healthy too! 
now if i could just persuade 
her to pick up that guitar 
again…

What’s your day job it’s not 
exactly exciting; however 
it does fit in with my futile 
quest for social justice… 
let’s just say my job involves 
helping and providing 
support for those who are at 
a disadvantage in society.

What would be your dream 
job in music? Aside from 
joining The Jesus And mary 
Chain… writing, interviewing, 
reviewing gigs, a bit of 
graphic design too. one of 
the great pleasures in life is 
the buzz you get from finding 
new music and helping 
spread the word. 

Do you make any money 
from the blog or do you have 
any plans to try and make 
money? no, i do this in my 
spare time. its not about 
making money, bands find 
it difficult enough to make 
ends meet in the musical 
sphere these days, i couldn’t 
really expect to make money 
writing about it. However 
when i’m feeling especially 
romantic and deluded about 
what i do i see myself as 
a Tony Wilson or John 
Peel character, a musical 
philanthropist, a champion  
of new music… Ahem…  
i can’t deny it would be nice 
to have more time to spend 
on musical musings so if 
anybody wanted to pay me, 
well, as long as no Faustian 
style pacts with simon 
Cowell were involved, i’d of 
course accept.

Do you still go to record 
stores and buy vinyl/CDs? 
 Yes, although i tend to 
purchase more CDs etc on 
line now. i do download, but 
i much prefer having the 
physical format.

 Do you post classic tracks 
or just new music? it’s 
mainly new music, but i also 
post music from the past 
which i hope people might 
appreciate .

 Do you post links to iTunes, 
Amazon or any other store? 
 Yeah i do. if anybody likes 
the bands/artists featured 
i would always encourage 
them to buy the CD etc.

Do you only post music that 
has been sent to you by the 
band or their representative? 
 no i’ll post music i have, 
if it’s appropriate for the 
interview/feature and of 
course if the band don’t 
mind.
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if you received a leaked 
album by your favourite band 
way ahead of release date, 
would you post it? no way…. 
not a whole album. i might 
stream the odd track, if i’m 
reviewing it, but i’d usually 
ask the artist involved.

Do you ever post music you 
don’t like Actually i do! This 
isn’t quite as odd as it may 
seem! every few months 
i do a “roundtable” style 
singles review, i invite other 
musicians to join in and give 
their opinions on a random 
selection of songs. obviously 
we all don’t like every song, 
but it’s interesting to hear 
contrasting views.

Have you been threatened 
with legal action at any 
point? or asked to remove 
tracks by artists or their 
representatives? Do you 
comply? no i haven’t had a 
problem. i tend to stream the 
songs. As it’s my intention 
to help new artists of course 
i’d comply if a band weren’t 
happy about the use of their 
music.

Anything to add about your 
policy for posting music? i 
don’t post full albums, and 
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tracks are only available 
in a streamed format. if a 
band gave me permission 
to post a song or album 
for download, then that’s 
obviously a different matter. 
You have to remember it’s 
their content, not yours, and 
despite what happens on 
the net, music isn’t actually 
supposed to be free. if you 
like a band support them, 
buy the music!

What are your favourite mp3 
blogs? indie mp3

Do you read traditional music 
magazines and papers? 
Which ones not as much as 
i used to. i tend to find some 
of the traditional music mags 
have now become nothing 
more than indie versions of 
“Hello” magazine. i’m not 
really interested in which 
singer’s snogging which 
guitarist, which are Kate’s 
favourite clubbing shoes, or 
what Pete paid for his new 
hairstyle etc etc, -Yawn! i 
suppose i could enjoy this if 
i put a vacuum cleaner to my 
ear and pressed “suck”. i’ll 
buy them occasionally, but i 
do tend to read blogs more 
than the traditional press.

How many people read your 
blog? i get about 5,000 hits 
a week. or 55,000,000 if i 
check my stats after a bottle 
of wine.

How much influence do 
you think you have? is your 
influence growing? Any 
examples of artists you feel 
you’ve really helped break? 
 Well i’m not sure about my 
influence, but i have noticed 
a steady increase in traffic. 
As for helping bands? Well 
i’d like to think i’d helped 
Those Dancing Days from 
way back when they were 
demoing in sweden , 
Paloma Faith whose recently 
signed to a major label 
and is recording her debut 
album, and bands bubbling 
under the London scene 
like screaming ballerinas, 
rock City sixteen and The 
bookhouse boys. it’s great 
when a band you respect 
say “You won’t believe how 
many people have said 
they discovered us through 
your blog.” makes it all 
worthwhile.

What’s the best way to send 
music to you?  
 vonpip@yahoo.co.uk

features

His album 
is here after 
a decade, 
so where 
exactly is 
Axl Rose? 
(Times, 
Chris Ayres)

‘You can snort as much 
cocaine as you want and 
have as many beautiful 
women as you want... but 
it doesn’t make you happy’. 
Jarvis Cocker talks fame 
and excess. (Guardian2  
p10-13, simon Hattenstone) 

With a simultaneous no1 
single and album, the Ting 
Tings are one of the bands 
of 2008. Pete Paphides 
finds them grateful, but 
frankly rather baffled by it all. 
(Times2 p12-13) 

MGMT’s anthem ‘Kids’ 
was the festival hit of the 
summer – which surprised 
the brooklyn duo, whose 
psych-synth-pop-indie-rock 
rather defies classification. 
(independent Arts p18-19, 
elisa bray) 

Grime’s coming of age. 
(independent Arts p20-21, 
rahul verma) The soapbox 
of urban, disenfranchised 
youth has entered the 
mainstream and is 
experimenting with different 
styles and voices. 

As grime continues to 
mature and mutate, a new 
generation of young black 
artists is making itself heard 
across the capital and 
beyond. (Guardian music  
p6-7, Alex macpherson) 

Gordon smart interviews 
Coldplay at a show in salt 
Lake City. “Any trepidation 
i had about the band was 
completely wide of the 
mark,” he says.  
(sun p30-31)

30 years after singing of 
bondage and toothpaste, 
via a stay at a psychiatric 
hospital and motherhood, 
Poly Styrene is back on 
stage, without X ray  
spex and ready to take  
on the music world again, 
says nick Hasted.  
(independent Arts p22-23) 

Chris salmon links rihanna 
to King Crimson and 
becomes a virtual music 
mogul. (Guardian music p11) 

Artist features this week

media watch

}  Gaymers Cider Company 
will boost its investment in 
music sponsorship in 2009 
by taking title sponsorship of 
the Gaymers Camden Crawl 
music event (Marketing 26 
November p6). Previous 
Crawl events have included 
performances by bands such 
as The Kooks, Kate Nash 
and The Fratellis.

}  Planet Rock is relaunching 
its on-air and online offerings 
on December 1. A new audio 
player, dating service and 
a redesigned logo are the 
first changes since Malcolm 
Bluemal took over.  
(Media Week p4)

}  Former Chrysalis Radio 
chief Phil Riley is tipped to 
win the £30m race to acquire 
Global Radio’s five Midlands 
stations. (Media Week p5)
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